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PREIACI.

This little book entitled  Nama Riipa Samasa™ is a concise
treatise written in Pili with a view to facilitate the study of
Ablidhamma. 1t is superior to the other hooks which treat on
the same subject such as “ Abkidharmdivatira”, Abhidharmirtha-
Sangraka” &c as its conciseness helps the student to easily
learn and keep iu mind the teachings. A study of this book
will help the student to understand the first book of Abhidhamma
Pitaka viz. * Dbarmasangani Prakarana” and thereafter gra-
dually, the other six books ¢ Vidkanga”, ** Yumaka™, * Diitu
batha”, ¢ Puggalapaiiatti”, * Kathivatthu” and * Patthine”
Hence this hook can be likened unto a fast travelling small ship
by svhich the Ocean of Abhidhamima can be crossed.

We have not been able to find sufficient historical proof 1o
definitely state who the author of this book is. The Venerable
Anurnddha Maha Sthavira, the author of ** A4bkidharmirtha
Sangraha”, “ Namn Ripa Pariccheda™ and ** Paramirtha
Iinischaya™ is supposed by some to be the author of this book
also. Ifso, he must have edited this book to facilitate the study
of the last mentioned three books. However that may be the
excellent style of the language ot this book is a sufficient proof
to come to a conclusion that the author was a contemporary of
the said Anuruddha Mahii Sthavira or another Mahid Sthavira
who had a good knowledge ol Abhidhamma and who lived even
prior to him.

The Sinhalese Translation attached to the book has been
well done by an auncient scholar ot renown, quoting examples
trom other works and giviog full descriptions in some instances
as a help to the student. Tnlike other Translations only the
difficult words have been explained. ‘This translation entitled
» Silipitapata™ though rarely found in some libraries, the origi-
ual hook is difficult to be procnred.



At first we also had only this translation. In the course ol
our revision of the book with a view to publish it for the benetit
of the student, we tound certain reasons for the existence ot an
original book. Inquiries were then made for it here. also in
Siam and Burma, but without success. On subsequent inquiry
the origina! was found in the library of “* Ambarnickhirima”
Welitara aud a copy of it was given us by the Very Revd:
Buddhasiritissa Sthavira. Though that book is teeming with
discrepancies we must mention in gratelul recognition that it
was of great assistance to us in our present revision.

It is a difficult task to revisc a book with such errors in one
edition.  Rut by reference to “ Dharmasangani Prakar 1na” and
its commentary and with the help reudered us by our respected
tutor the Very Revd: C. A. Seelakkhandha Thero of Sailabimba-
rama Dodanduwa we have been able to revise this buok to this
extent. Though there appears an incompleteness of the book at
the end we have been able to find only this much in all the
copies procuréd by us.

We trust that our revision of this book will prove to be of
use to our countrvmen.

B Dhammapila
Subhadriirima, Batapole
1 st JTanuary rgo8
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